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2009 Badger Boys State

The 68th American Legion Badger Boys State Sassiq
was held June 13th — 20th at Ripon College.

Post 77 normally sponsors six male high schoobrs
each year to this event. Two are
from McDonell Central Catholic
High School and six are from
Chippewa Falls High School. The
cost this year was $235.00 for ea
student or $1,880.00 total. The
Post also reimburses each family
$100.00 for travel expenses.

This year’s students from McDonell were Cligist
Ness and Benjamin Rubenzer, and from Chi-Hi, Brian
Dean, Michael Lee, Austin Long, Garrett Nevin, saa
Stokka and Cody Williams.

Badger Boys State began its first sessior®891 The
sessions were suspended during the war years 8f494
and resumed again in 1946.

About 900 boys attend each year and they theb1st
state along with all the governmental units thereirthey
conduct elections, make and enforce laws, and giyer
conduct government business. The BBS web sitesstat
“This program is designed to teach boys that thedran
form of government is stronger and more vital idags
world of struggle and change than ever before thatthe
American people have no more precious possessaon th
that great document, the Constitution, which atonc
safeguards and transmits to posterity those piliexipf the
great American heritage -- justice, freedom andatzacy
under God.”

In addition to the above mentioned eight héghool
boys attending the 68th session, one of our Postbees,
John Vodacek, also attended. John'’s first BadgetB
State experience was in 1942 at the fourth segsiento
be held. He recently reported that he visited Badpys
State for a half-day and an evening on June 18,201
he repeats what he has said before, “The Legiotsfwe
use to sponsor boys to BBS from our two high schiol
the best bargain we get for our money.” John hassaid
that patriotism runs high during these sessionshand
recalls that same feeling from his
attendance during WWII.

The only difference between then
and now is that we are pretty sure John
part of the “49th state” when he attende

Badger Boys State back in 1942!

THE FINAL BUGLE
Deceased Members Since April 28, 2009

Richard Kinderman, Vietnam
Gilbert Reiter, WW I
Tony Fransway, Vietham

www.a mlegionpost77.org

Chippewa County Veterans Memorial
Monument Upgrade

Over 30 years ago, Chippewa County and loetran
service organizations (VSOs) completed a monuneeal t
veterans and especially to those who never camehom

It became apparent last year, when two flagptppled
over, that time, weather and lawn maintenance &leehttheir
toll on our monument. The county veterans service
committee decided it was time to make some repaifsre
Memorial Day, 2009.

Chippewa County, several private donors, Anaeric
Legion Post 77 and many other VSOs, pitched imal fthe
needed repairs. The total cost for the site waeky concrete
and flag poles was about $5,575.00. The county pai
$3025.00 for the site work and concrete and theraat
purchased new flagpoles and flags for $2550.00.

Immediately prior to Memorial Day, new coloraad
textured concrete was poured, and six new aluminum
flagpoles were installed. The tallest is 30 fawt will
accommodate a 5’ x 8' US Flag and a similar siz&\PIGIA
Flag. The other 20 foot poles are for the fivevigerflags.

Stop by and see the finished product on Nowsrfhth
at 11:00 a.m. during the rededication ceremony

The monument under construction — concrete removed.
Nyhus Concret Constructiol from Bloomer did the wor

Completed memorial with new concrete and flagpoles
Memorial Day 2009. POW/MIA Flag can now be flown.
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